
Danielle Singer – Tioga County SWCD

Rebecca Rimmel – Owner & Operator of Bottomland Farm 

Assisting Bottomland Farm’s Environmental 
Stewardship and Land Management Goals through 
the AEM Program



Agricultural Environmental Management Program (AEM)

AEM is a voluntary, confidential, and locally-led 
approach to advancing environmental 
stewardship on all farms in our state. 

The fundamental principles of the program are to 
ensure New York’s farms remain viable and continue 

to meet their business objectives while improving 
their impact on natural resources and water quality 
through technical support and financial incentives.

5 Tier Approach

(1) Gauge interests

(2) Assess existing conditions & opportunities 

(3) Develop farm-specific conservation plans

(4) Implement BMPs

(5) Update plans and BMPs over time
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Step 1: AEM Tier 1 & 2 
(inventory and document activities, interests, and potential environmental concerns)

● Watershed Site Evaluation

● Agriculture & Community

● Manure & Fertilizer Management

● Manure & Fertilizer Storage

● Heavy Use Areas (HUA)

● Silage Storage

● Process Wash Water

● Management of Feed Nutrients

● Water-Borne Pathogens

● Soil Management

● Pasture Management 

● Waste Disposal

● Pesticide Use

● Pesticide Storage, Mixing & Loading

● Farmstead Water Supply Evaluation

● Stream & Floodplain Management 

● Petroleum Products Storage

● Forest Management

● Livestock Odor Management

● Irrigation Water Management

● Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Opportunities

















Overall Results:

● Created more efficiency on our farm 

● More peace of mind (anyone with livestock & 
no perimeter fencing should understand!)

● Increased biodiversity

● Improved soil health

● Reduced erosion

● Improved water quality

● Increased carbon sequestration
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How the Bottomland Farm Project fits into the AEM Program

• Initial interest from farm for grazing

• Walking the land, hearing the farm’s goals

• SWCD created a conservation plan with farm input

• Match a funding program to the project

• Planting establishment period : 5-7 years

• Relationship continues and follow-up 
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Danielle Singer – Tioga SWCD

singerd@tiogacountyny.gov

Thank you!

Rebecca Rimmel – Bottomland Farm

farmer@bottomlandfarm.com
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