


• The team developed out of recognition that wetlands were generally not 
a priority, but were a very important component of the watershed. 

• Wetlands are a tool for meeting the nutrient delivery goals of the 
Chesapeake Bay, but are even more important for their functions and 
values we see locally.

• Long history of wetland disturbance across the watershed
• Landscape manipulation to promote other land uses resulted in the drainage of 

many of our wetlands

• Many of those impacted areas are no longer active agriculture and wetland areas 
are partially reverting with drainage features still present

• Lack of interest in the benefits of wetlands

• Continued wetland impacts across the region though on a smaller scale



• a centralized team with specialized skills who work on wetland 
projects throughout the watershed and beyond. 

• Skilled equipment operators and an assortment of heavy 
machinery.

• Project focus flexibility that allows the team to adjust to meet 
developing needs.

• Partnerships with county and federal agencies, land trusts, and 
individuals to promote wetlands on every level. 









N

250 m

71 pools constructed in two arrays

32 pools to evaluate pool-level design criteria

39 pools to evaluate landscape-level effects

• surface area: 5 vs. 10 m diameter
• basin depth: 0.25 vs. 0.50 m deep
• organic matter amendment: added vs. not
• canopy cover: deciduous forest vs. open field

• cluster size: 1, 3 or 9 pools per hexagon;
three replicates of each cluster size

• pools vary with regard to size, depth, shape
• distance from known breeding sites of wood frogs and spotted 
salamanders



• 15 ILF Service 
Areas

• ILF projects
• Funds come in

• Find site

• Gain site 
approval

• Build site

• Monitor / 
adaptive 
management / 
report





USDA NRCS 
Finger Lakes National Forest 
The Nature Conservancy 
The Wetland Trust
Ontario SWCD 
Otsego Land Trust
US EPA
NYS DEC
EFC
NYS DOT
Millennium Pipeline
Empire Pipeline
Broome, Ontario and Madison 

County Airports

Congressional Appropriation
US FWS
Chesapeake Bay Alliance
NY State Committee
NAWCA
NFWF
Chesapeake Bay Program
 Izaak Walton League
Broome County Landfill
 SUNY ESF







•Decrease in available funding

•Decrease in available staffing

•Prioritization of other programs

•Narrowing of the wetland restoration definition

•Permitting constraints









• Identify and acquire funding

•Supplement federal staffing gaps with local staff

•Education, outreach and networking

• Identifying target sites in each county and focusing 
outreach efforts

•What else can we do?  










